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“A Scrapbook

is a Great Place to
Begin the Design

of our Dream Home"

by Cindy Trimble Kelly, ASID

Everyday we meet with clients who are
overwhelmed with all the decisions they have
to make when designing their dream home.
They have been planning for years and when
it is time, they don’t know where to begin.
What they realize is that there are so many decisions to make when designing
and building a new home that they become overwhelmed. They have walked
through Home Depot Expo many times, have been browsing through all the
home design magazines and have been watching HGTV. For someone who
is not in the design or building industry, it can be very overwhelming! A
typical house can have upwards of thirty different types of light fixtures and
twenty different paint colors.

Our first directive to our clients is to put together a personal “Home Design
Scrapbook©.” This is an essential ingredient to make sure you include
everything you want in your home. You don’t need to worry about how all
the elements in your scrapbook go together, just focus on what you want
in the house and elements that you feel comfortable with. It will be your
designer’s responsibility to pull all these elements together in your home
design package. The best place to start is your local book store or magazine
aisle in the grocery store. Go through magazines and books copying or tearing
out photos of items, floor plans or details that you want in your house. Keep
a camera with you all the time in your car or purse, so you can take photos
of homes, rooms or design elements you see during your day.

Organize your scrapbook into rooms, starting with the exterior first. Think
about all the elements that make up the exterior of a house including the
driveway, walk ways, porches, garage, chimney, exterior walls, roofs,
handrails, light fixtures, etc. Then move into the interior. Again, go room by
room, dissecting the floors, walls, ceilings and try to find photos of what you
like. Also, try to get physical samples of materials if you can, to further tell
your story, including fabrics, stone, paints, wood shingles, etc.

Then when you are ready to build, your thoughts will be organized to
communicate to your home designer exactly what you want. When we have
our first meeting with our clients for the design of their home, if they do not
have a scrapbook, we work with them to put one together. We sit with them
in our library and gather lots of images and physical samples of things they
like. We then turn the scrapbook into a written program of their house which
is then turned into blueprints to start the construction.

We welcome readers’ design questions.
Email them to us at cindy@trimblekellystudios.com.
We may address your questions in future articles.
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The Victorian House
RESTAURANT

A

Specializing in
ltalian and Southern cuisine

Wear our vintage hats
while dining in casual elegance
in a Victorian setting

DAILY SPECIALS

Housemade soups, 1/2Ib Kobe burgers,
Wraps, Gyros, Smoked Beef Bacon Rueben;
Our Famous Chicken Salad Plates,
Quiche, 5 Cheese Pasta, Lasagna.
Wild Game Sausage, Spaghetti,
Brushetta. Rainbow Trout, Halibut,
Filet Mignon, Hanging Tender Steak,
Housemade Desserts and Dressings

Recommended by
Southern Living Magazine

Chef William E. Russ, C.D.C
As seen on CNN, and featured
in The Atlanta Journal
and New York Times

Open Monday through Saturday
Closed Wednesday
Plated Sunday Brunch

Victorian House Restaurant
224 West Main Street
Blue Ridge, Georgia
706-258-2275

Special Event Parties
Afternoon Teas by Reservation




